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L I FE  F. A . R .  BEYON D  AC AD EM I C S !

 At St. Thomas Aquinas, our school community is committed to fostering a genuine sense of 

belonging in our students. All Aquinas students are most important to our Aquinas family. We offer 

a variety of opportunities where students may become involved (i.e. sports, clubs, after school 

student groups and events, etc.).

 We pride ourselves on being a school which "gives back" and helps to support our larger school 

community through outreach initiatives and constructive action.

 An education from St. Thomas Aquinas is not merely "one-dimensional". Our school community is 

not singularly focused on developing mere academic potential. We believe that the grade on a 

report card does not reflect the full and true potential of a person.

 An education from St. Thomas Aquinas aims to develop the "three-dimensional" potential of a 

student: Faith Formation, Academic Excellence, and Responsible Citizenship (F.A.R.).



T h i s  P r e s e n t a t i o n  w i l l  A d d r e s s  t h e  F o l l o w i n g  

A c a d e m i c  I n f o r m a t i o n :

 Checking Gr. 9 Progress and Planning Ahead

 Requirements of an Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD)

 Ministry and Catholic Graduate Expectations for Courses

 Grade 10 Compulsory and Elective Course Offerings

 Pathway Descriptions

 Post-Secondary Planning

 myBlueprint: Mapping Your High School Journey

 Considerations for Regional Arts and Extended French Programs



• By the end of your grade 9 year, if all has progressed as planned, you should have 

successfully earned 8 credits. If you have less than 8 credits earned to date, consult with 

your Guidance Counselor, who will help you to get back on track.

• Grade 10 is the year that you will have more choice, with respect to elective credits, as most 

students will need 6 compulsory courses (of 8 total course selections) for this school year 

(i.e. Religion, English, Math, Science, History, Civics/Careers).

• Continue to work toward earning 40 hours of community service.                        Ideally, you 

should complete 20 hours by the end of grade 10.                                         Some students 

may have already completed this requirement.

• Provincial Literacy Test (OSSLT): This year represents the first attempt at successful 

completion of the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT). If you do not earn a 

score of 70% or higher on the grade 10 test, you may rewrite it in your grade 11 year, or 

take the OLC course to satisfy this graduation requirement.

• Grade 10 students MUST take 8 courses.     ***NO SPARES*** 

Checking Gr. 9 Progress and Planning Ahead



To  E a r n  a n  O n t a r i o  S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l  D i p l o m a

t h e  F o l l o w i n g  R e q u i r e m e n t s  M u s t  b e  M e t :

 40 Volunteer Hours

 Literacy Proficiency (OSSLT)

 30 Course Credits



CATHOLIC GRADUATE

COURSE EXPECTATIONS

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

For every course studied at our school, 

there are Ontario Ministry of Education 

requirements that must be met, with respect 

to the content addressed in the course, and 

the skill level expectations that must be 

mastered by a student. Course expectations 

may be found at the Ontario Ministry 

of Education's website:

www.edu.gov.on.ca

For every course studied at our school, there 

are also Catholic Graduate Expectations that 

must be met, with respect to the content 

addressed in the course. A Catholic 

education represents one that encourages 

reflective and creative thinking, effective 

collaboration and communication skills, 

and self-directed, responsible, life-long 

learning. A Catholic graduate is a discerning 

believer, a caring family member, and a 

responsible citizen.



G R .  1 0  D I P L O M A R E Q U I R E M E N T S

G R A D E  1 0  C O M P U L S O R Y  

C O U R S E S

 Religion

 English

 Math

 Science

 History

 Civics & Careers

G R A D E  1 0  E L E C T I V E  C H O I C E S

 Arts (Dance, Drama, Photography, Visual, 

Vocal, or Instrumental music)

 Business

 Physical Education

 Technology (Auto Mechanics, Construction, 

Cosmetology, Woodworking/Manufacturing, 

Graphics Design, Hospitality, Media Arts)

For descriptions of each course, kindly visit myBlueprint.ca



PATHWAY CONSIDERATIONS



T h e  E v o l u t i o n  o f  C h o o s i n g  a  C o u r s e  Ty p e :

Old-School Thinking:

 Courses used to be 

arranged according to "levels".

 Students chose a particular "level" to 

lead to a post-secondary program.

 The post-secondary program was the 

end goal of choosing "levels".

New-School Thinking:

 Courses are now arranged according 

to "pathway".

 Students choose a particular "pathway" 

to lead to a post-secondary career .

 The post-secondary career is the 

end goal of choosing a "pathway".



W H Y TH E C H AN GE?

O l d - S c h o o l  T h i n k i n g :

 Students were forced to commit to a post-

secondary destination, when they were just 

beginning high school.

 "Levels" were rigid; it was a challenge 

for students to change "levels" 

once they committed to pursuing a particular 

post-secondary program, in grade 9.

 Students were focused on "more education", 

and not necessarily career goals.

N e w - S c h o o l  T h i n k i n g :

 Students can now take some time to explore areas of interest, 

and make a thoughtful decision about a realistic career 

destination.

 Pathways are flexible. Students can choose to diversify the 

pathway of each of their courses according to potential career 

options.

 Changing pathways is possible each semester.

 Students may focus on career goals, and not be limited by 

post-secondary program admission requirements.



PATH WAY D ESC R I P TO R S:

Applied Pathway (P):

Courses offered in this pathway are practical, concrete, with some theoretical elements.

Students who choose this pathway may be considering a career which requires a College diploma or 

College certification.

Locally Developed Pathway (L):

Courses offered in this pathway are practical, concrete and directly apply to everyday life experience. 

Students who choose this pathway may be considering a career which does not require post-secondary 

qualifications, or a career which might require a College diploma.

Academic Pathway (D):

Courses offered in this pathway are theoretical, abstract and somewhat philosophical. 

Students who choose this pathway may be considering a career which requires a University diploma.

Open Pathway (O):

Courses offered in this pathway contain a combination of theoretical and practical elements.

These courses are designed to offer students experiential learning, faith-formation, and 

academic support opportunities.



OTHER CONSIDERATIONS



Grade 9
Destreamed

MTH 1W

Grade 9
Fundamentals
Essential
MAT 1L



POST-SECONDARY PLANNING





MYBLUEPRINT



























OTHER PROGRAM 

REQUIREMENTS



Students in the following programs areas:

• Regional Arts (RAP)

• Extended French

should note the particular program requirements 

listed on the following three slides, 

when selecting courses. 



Regional Arts Program 

Required Courses



Extended French Program Requirements

Students must ensure that they select

FEF 2D1    &
CHC 2DF

during their grade 10 year
to satisfy extended French program requirements.






